
 
The importance of our eyes – where we are looking: 
 
 
Attention determines direction. 
 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. But John tried to 
stop him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 
Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John allowed him to be baptized. 
When Jesus was baptized, he went up immediately from the water. The heavens suddenly 
opened for him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on 
him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased.” 
 
 
{one slide} 
Baptism: naming ceremony; uniting. 
 èDeclaration: This is who you are. Be this person. 
 
{one slide; keep formatting} 
DO   à DECLARATION 
PERFORMANCE à PLEASURE 
 
 
Genesis 1:26-27 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. They will rule the fish 
of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures that crawl on 
the earth.” So God created man in His own image; He created him in the image of God; 
He created them male and female. 
 
Colossians 1:15-18 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For everything was created 
by Him, in heaven and on earth … all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
 
Psalm 139:13-14 
For it was you who created my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I will praise you because I have been remarkably and wondrously made. Your works are 
wondrous, and I know this very well. 
 
 
 
 



Ephesians 1:4-8 
Even before He made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without 
fault in His eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to 
Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So 
we praise God for the glorious grace He has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. He is 
so rich in kindness and grace that He purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and 
forgave our sins. 
 
Do you know who you are … if you are “in Christ”? 
 
 
Matthew 4:1-2 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After he had 
fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  
 
Spiritual warfare (= presented with a deception) is not a sign of God’s displeasure … 
 
Spiritual warfare (= presented with a deception) is not a sign of God’s displeasure but it is an 
opportunity to live from His pleasure! 
 
Spiritual warfare (=deception) will often occur at a time, place or area of vulnerability. 
 
Matthew 4:3 
Then the tempter approached Him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.” 
 
 
{come up one at a time} 
Satan presents an idea: 

Doubt what God has declared. 
Look horizontally for what God has provided vertically. 

 
 
 
Base “who you are” on something about you. 
 
 
Psalm 94:19 
When my anxious thoughts multiply within me, Your consolations delight my soul. 
 
Counter doubt & deception with God’s declaration. 
 
 
 



Matthew 4:4 
 He answered, “It is written: Man must not live on bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.” 
 
 
Matthew 4:5-6 
Then the devil took him to the holy city, had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: 
He will give his angels orders concerning you, and they will support you with their hands 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” 
 
Matthew 4:7 
Jesus told him, “It is also written: Do not test the Lord your God.” 
 
 
Counter doubt & deception with God’s declaration. 
 
 

Matthew 4: 8-11 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. And he said to Him, “I will give you all these things if you will fall 
down and worship me.” Then Jesus told him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.” Then the devil left Him … 
 
Counter doubt & deception with God’s declaration. 
 
{one slide} 
DECEPTION  à  DISORDERED DESIRES à NORMALIZED by sinful WORLD 
 
{3 individual, separate slides} 
Tempter: appears in a timely manner with somewhat reasonable arguments and 
considerations 
 
Flesh:  demands immediate satisfaction and short-cuts the ways and will of God 
 
World: encourages the “self” to assert itself above God’s authority & wisdom 
 
The Bottom Line: 
 Quit seeing life through the lens of a relationship with God … 
  
 
 
 
 



Hebrews 4:14-16 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—Jesus the 
Son of God—let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way as we are, yet 
without sin. Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need. 
 
 
Who I am in Christ and what He has promised in Christ is matchless!! 
 
 
Where are your “eyes” today? 
 
Looking horizontally brings uncertainty, insecurity & stress 
 
Looking vertically brings rest, peace, & joy. 
 
 
 
Instead of asking, “Is there anything wrong with this?” or “This seems/feels good to me …” -- 
 
 
Ask, “How would this affect my relationship with God?” 
 
 
 
 
 


